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DISCOURSE. 


“Tf thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong to thy 
peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.” —LuKz 19 : 42. 


THERE is a national as well as an individual retribution. But there 
is this difference. Individuals live on after death. Nations as such do 
not. Consequently individual retribution may not be consummated 
here. National retribution always is. National sin receives its terrible 
avengement in time ; and a nation, no more than an individual, can escape 
the law by which it comes. It is the old lesson which history is ever 
preaching to us anew — ‘‘ Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is the 
reproach of a people,” and persevered in is inevitable ruin. 

It is not very often that I think it worth while to turn aside from the 
ordinary topics of this place and hour. My aim generally is to unfold 
the central truths of the gospel so as to bring us individually to bow 
before them and feel their power. But I do not forget that we are citi- 
zens, and have duties to the times and the ‘country we live in, and that 
the gospel should sometimes have a wider application to the sins of the 
times, and these times in particular. ‘‘ Vice prevails, and impious men 
bear sway.” 

The recent outrages which so shock the sensibilities of all good men, 
demand something more than a temporary burst of passion. They demand 
calm thought, settled purpose, and earnest effort in the broadest light of 
the religion we profess. It is hardly necessary to denounce from this 
place the attempted assassination at the capital, nor the crimes and rob- 
beries, protected by government, on our western borders. But it does 
become us to inquire, of what are these the omens? and what do they 
demand of us? and, why have we come to this? In a country like ours, 
every individual is not only concerned for national sin, but, in some mea- 
sure, is responsible therefor. Let us dwell then, with subdued emotion, 
upon the state of the times, and the duties that grow out of them. They 
are times of great wickedness, portending signal retributions. 

What do we mean by national sin and national retribution ? 

What is the present crisis, and how has it come upon us? And, 

What are the duties of the hour ? - 

1. We do not mean by national sins, or public crimes, all the sins 
which are committed in a commonwealth. There is a vast amount of 
crime within every state, for which the state itself is in no wise responsi- 
ble. I do not know how many assaults and felonies, how much of 
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_ violence and tumult, how much of more subtle and secret sin, in the shape 
of lust, of fraud, and of falsehood, are committed in our own state, from 
year to year. The court calenders would show them to be very great, and 
yet the court calenders do not disclose one-fourth part of the real amount. 
But these do not become the crimes of the state till they are put into the 
shape of state enactments, and made the state policy and state action. 
Before that, they are committed against the state, and against the law. 
The law is the public judgment against them, and government is exercised 
to discourage and repress them, and banish them clean away, if it be 
possible. The state itself may be yet righteous, and the collective man 
stand before God as obedient to his law, and the minister of his will. 

~Man does wrong to his brother every day and every where, but gener- 
ally against law and beneath the inflictions of its judgments. But 
when vice has so spread its leprosy through the common mind and 
heart, as to pass into public law and public policy, the state itself becomes 
the criminal. When the wrong passes into legislation, and goes out into 
deed through the executive, the commonwealth stands forth as a culprit 
before God. The collective man is a pirate and a robber. It is an 
organism of wrong ; and though there be ten righteous men in it, or ten 
thousand, these will not save it. It has become like Sodom, and continu- 
ing such, the lake of Sodom will settle over it at last. When wrong has 
become so organized as to make the state its permanent body, controlling 
its functions, and wielding its public men to do its bidding, the common- 
wealth is an embodied diabolism ; humanity dies out of it, and demonism 
becomes ‘its life and soul. 

Then comes national retribution, sometimes slow, but always sure. It 
comes in the shape of those sudden and eruptive changes, which involve 
terrible sufferings in private life. Change! That is the word which per- 
plexes monarchs, and all else who cling to organized wrong. But there 
are two kinds of change. One gentle, gradual, progressive, which does 
not destroy the body, but renews its vigor, like the change from sickness 
to health, like the changes of spring time, like the change from night to 
morning, like the changes which Christ would have produced in the 
Jewish state, if the priests and rulers would have yielded to his persua- 
sions. his is when the wrong yields pliantly to the truth; and so the 
state, like the individual, grows into a more perfect form of humanity. 
Tt is otherwise when unrighteousness and wickedness have become its 
fixed policy, its possessing spirit. Change then must rend and destroy 
the body, before right and truth can be set free. Men may ery peace and 
union. ‘There is no peace and no union where demonism possesses the 

_ public body and controls its functions. ‘If thou hadst known in this 
thy day, the things that belong to thy peace, but now they are hid 
from thine eyes.” ‘‘ Thine enemies shall not leave in thee one stone 
upon another — because thou knewest not the day of thy visitation.” 
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‘Thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee 
—how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, but ye would not.”’ ‘To a nation that 
has become the fixed organism of wickedness, change comes not as reform, 
but in the awful shape of revolution ; when chasms yawn everywhere ; 
brother is set against brother ; the business of life is at an end ; the human 
heart runs gall; and no man knows but the ground will open under his 
feet the next moment. Such is sin when it becomes national ; such its 
final and inevitable consummation. Men will not believe it, but keep 
crying peace and safety, though the shores of time are covered with the 
wrecks of nations that went down because they would not believe it. 


2. We will now apply these principles to the present crisis. Every 
one who was not willing to be deceived by mere shows and expedients, 
may have seen for the last twenty years that a crisis was coming upon the 
country, as sure as the tread of doom. 

The nation is yet young — only seventy years old. It emerged from 
the throes of revolution with a fair and a glorious promise ; for it left old 
errors and abuses behind, and embodied in its form of government the 
principles of liberty and justice. It is true that human slavery existed in 
most of the states at the close of the revolution, —in Massachusetts among 
the rest. But it was not recognized as a thing to be encouraged and 
adopted, and taken up into the new form of government. It was recog- 
nized only as a thing to be discouraged and denationalized, and finally to 
pass quietly out of existence as a relic of mediaeval darkness and barbar- 
ism. It did so pass away from state after state, and the constitution of 
the United States was so carefully framed as not to recognize it in terms, 
so that it might die out, while the frame of government remained the 
same. During the first proud years of the republic, it existed only as a 
sectional institution, understood then to be on the wane, while the powers 
of the national government were wielded on the side of liberty and right. 
Such was the first age of the republic, when Washington, Jefferson, 
Franklin, Pinckney, Henry, and Madison, avowed themselves anti-slavery 
men; and they thought they had established not a slave, but a free 
republic. Slavery existed only as a state institution, under municipal 
and not national law. 

But from this local and disfranchised position it crept up towards the 
seat of power. I will not trace its encroachments step by step, which 
must be familiar to your minds. It soon entered the courts, and perverted 
the judgments of the bench. It grew bold, and clamored and threat- 
ened, and won from the North the Missouri Compromise, the first open 
parley with sin. It brought new slave states into the union. It made 
northern men its tools, and stifled debate by the famous twenty-first rule. 
Tt struck down the right of petition, and when Jobn Quincy Adams 


6 


defended that right, it set upon him with dirks and revolvers. It wrested 
Texas from Mexico. It was ‘‘the robbery of a realm.’”’ It brought 
the plundered territory into the union, and turned a free province into 
slave soil. The more it was gorged with plunder, the more hungry it 
grew. It filled nearly all the seats of power, from the White House to 
the post office, and turned the patronage of government into a stupendous 
system of bribery to northern virtue. It still looked southward with a 
hungry eye. Secretly it invaded Mexico, with pillage and robbery, and 
then exclaimed — ‘‘ See! Mexico is making war upon us.”’ It made all 
but fourteen men in the House of Representatives vote the brazen false- 
hood. It controlled all the resources of the country to wage that unright- 
eous war, and despoiled Mexico of her richest provinces, in order to make 
more room for slavery. It passed the fugitive slave bill, which completes 
the work of making all the northern states hunting ground for slaves, 
and northern men hunters, under pains and penalties, — which throws 
down the old safeguards of personal liberty, and drags men into bondage 
without a jury trial, or without any trial at all, except before creatures of 
its own appointment. It comes snuffing along its bloody trail across your 
very fields and around your very homes, and*calls upon you to join in the 
chase. Having got all it wants from the Missouri Compromise, it breaks 
the compromise, throws it to the winds, and opens all the new territories 
to slavery. Having debauched and broken down the northern virtue by 
the compromise measures, the way was clear, and the monster iniquity 
comes in. 

Kansas and Nebraska are the vast central region of North America, of 
boundless fertility, as if the valley of the Nile had been reproduced on 
the banks of our western rivers. There northern enterprise, in advance 
of the slave-power, as it always is in a fair field, had gone with the peace- 
ful arts of industry ; with its churches and schools, its saw mills and free 
labor ; and a free state was rapidly rising, and covering the most lovely 
region of the world with the trophies of peaceful industry. Slavery 
watches the experiment from afar, much as the devil watched the first 
experiment in Paradise. It invades the territory on election days. It 
marches in armed men from a neighboring state, drives the citizens from 
the ballot-box with dirks and revolvers, puts in its own creatures, and 
imposes upon the new state the bloody code of servitude. The slave-power 
uses the President, and, through him, the military, to force slavery upon a 
free people at the point of the bayonet. The government joins hands 
with robbers and ruffians ; it leads them on; it disarms the citizens, and 
arms the banditti ; it gives up peaceful towns to be sacked, plundered and 
burnt ; and the peaceful citizens to be murdered, sometimes in sight of 
their wives and children. You must go back to the invasion of the 
Netherlands by the Spaniards, if you would get a parallel to this crimson 
atrocity, this blackness relieved only by gouts of blood. 
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The next step in this drama was not only natural but necessary. 
Deeds so black as these, or rather, so red, will not bear the siftingss of 
free debate. There are men in Congress who hold them up to the light, 
and denounce them. One man, from Massachusetts, distinguished in both 
hemispheres for eloquence and scholarship, in whom the old spirit of liberty 
was yet burning bright and clear, laid open the iniquity in language 
which was severe only because it was true. It becomes necessary that 
such men should be silenced ; and when violence and ruffianism have 
been abetted by those in the highest places, its spirit goes by natural ten- 
dency into all their creatures and underlings. When Philip II. could not 
conquer the Prince of Orange in the field, he offered a reward for his 
assassination. He found a creature to do it, who crept into the family of 
the prince, and puta bullet through his heart; and the heirs of the 
assassin were pensioned for the deed. The slave despotism finds a crea- 
ture fit for its work ; and he creeps upon his victim unawares, and strikes 
him down with a bludgeon, in the senate chamber. If this were all, the 
: deed would be less significant. Personal violence is not so rare a thing 
at the capital as to overcome us with a special wonder. But events prove 
that the assassin is only the agent of the same power that wields the 
President, and sacks the villages of Kansas. It takes up his cause, 
applauds and honors him, votes against investigation, fills the halls of 
Congress with armed men, and the streets and public houses with bullies. 
The seat of government becomes the reign of violence, and northern men 
must utter northern opinions, if at all, with bated breath, and under the 
fear of bludgeons and pistols. So it is that a most malignant demonism has 
crept slowly into the places of power, till it possesses the organization of the 
government, its executive, most of the time its houses of legislation, its 
armies, its revenues, its vast system of offices that ramifies into every town 
and village. It injects its poison through all the veins of the republic, mak- 
ing the government pliant to its will, and diffusing barbarism and ruffian- 
ism under the forms of law, when it can, and in defiance of all law when 
it cannot. Crime has ceased to be individual ; it clothes itself in nation- 
ality. The nation itself becomes the robber, the assassin, the kidnapper, r 
the incendiary, — a vast propaganda of guilt and crime, whose hands do 
reek with blood. . 

But we have not seen the last of this encroaching and wide-spreading 
barbarism. These are only the first acts of a great tragedy. The future 
which the slave despotism has outlined for itself, is as clearly discernable 
as the shadow of the dial on the plate. Kansas being subjugated, slavery 
is to be forced upon those young territories, and spread its black shadow 
over that vast and lovely region till it touches the Rocky Mountains. 


Tf you will cast your eye upon the map, you can easily measure the 
dimensions of the great question now pressing upon every citizen through- 
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out the country. Just take a pencil, and, beginning on the Missouri 
boundary, describe a line that shall include the disputed territory of 
Kansas. It is so large that you could put from twelve to fifteen states 
like Massachusetts right into it. It is threaded by noble rivers, rolling 
through vast valleys of rich virgin soil, which nothing but slave cultiva- 
tion can ever impoverish. Fremont, who passed through it in 1842, 
describes it as an immense agricultural region, of undefinable resources. 
The Rocky Mountains rise up on the western limit, as the condensers of 
the moisture and the coolers of the atmosphere, but the middle and east- 
ern portion enjoys a mild climate, and has golden weather a month at a 
time. You have been told that it is too far north for slave cultivation. Just 

: run your eye along the map, and you will see that it lies in the latitude 
of no less than five slave states, in which we never yet heard that planters 
or negroes were in danger of freezing out. You will see, moreover, that 
it lies in the heart of the continent, and that its future will exert a shaping 
influence over the great valley of the Mississippi. You see that if slave 
institutions are established there, so they will be in New Mexico, in 
Northern Texas, probably in Utah, and that thence slavery will push out 
for the Pacific coast. On the other hand, if free institutions are estab- 
lished there, they will cut off slavery from the Pacific, will extend proba- 
bly to New Mexico and Utah, and even to Missouri. This great region 
was pledged to freedom by the Missouri Compromise, and it becomes 
obvious why slavery in its dark counsels saw that that bond must be 
broken, and why, when freedom had gone thither and preoccupied the soil, 
it must be driven out, or extinguished in its own blood. Slavery means 
to fill this region, and control what is to be the great thoroughfare of the 
country, and the key to the whole future of the west. Such is the act of 
this momentous drama now enacting before our eyes. 

What will be the next? New provinces are to be wrested from Mexico, 
and carved into slave states, as fast as the freebooters can get leisure to 
do it. They are working and plotting at that business now. Then Cuba 
is to be brought into the union as a slave state, either by purchase or by 
another predatory war. 

What then? With this overwhelming preponderance of power on the 
part of the slave despotism, do you think it will be safe any longer to 
question it, or debate its measures? The right of free speech will be 
struck down, and the reign of terror at the capitol become permanent and 
complete. Congress will become what the parliaments were to Henry 
VIII. Its chief business will be to register the rescripts of tyranny. The 
man who protests against it with point and energy, shall be silenced with 
an office or with a club. 

What next? The free states shall be opened to the ingress of slavery. 
By some fit supplement to the fugitive slave bill, or by judicial decisions 
already preparing, which shall render such supplement unnecessary, any 


<a 


2 


one who pleases may bring slaves into the free states and keep them and 
employ them there at will, and so the distinction between slave and free 
states will become merely nominal. That decision once published, slave * 
coftes may be driven any where over free soil, and slave houses estab- 
lished in any of your ports, under the flag of the union, and under the 
protection of the whole naval and military power. One great central 
power is to over-ride state sovereignty, and swallow it up, and thus the 
nation be turned into a black republic, wielding all its forces for the pro- 
tection and spread of human bondage. ; 

And what will be the next step? It is already announced and 
demanded. The slave trade shall be opened. again, and legalized. The new 
territories will create an immense slave market, which the slave-breeding 
states cannot supply. Under the specious doctrine of free trade for all 
: that the constitution recognizes as property, all restrictions shall bé taken 
off from trade in man, and the slave-ship may come from Africa again, 
with its human cargo, not under the black flag, but under the star- 
spangled banner, which has become black enough for all purposes. 

This outline has been marked out in the counsels of the slave despot- 
ism, and unless signally arrested, we shall sce it filling up stage after 
stage, by a succession of strokes, at the boldness of which the northern sen- 
timent ceases to be shocked with wonderment. Talk of it as a question 
between the north and the south! It is no such thing. It is a question 
between civilization and barbarism ; between Christianity and heathendom ; 
between light and darkness ; between heaven and hell, incarnating them- 
selves on the earth. It is whether the ages shall roll back again, and 
brute force reign in the place of moral power, and the government of a 
free people be changed to an oligarchy of tyrants. That is the question, 
and that is the crisis to which we have come at last. 

The moral question of slavery has been argued mainly as it affects the 
rights of the negro. I submit to you that that is not just now the para- 
mount issue. ‘The most important question is not how it affects black 
men, but how it affects white men. In regard to white men, there are 
two types of character which it stamps indelibly on all it touches. One 
is ferocity, the other servility. To possess irresponsible power, and wield 
it from generation to generation, will quicken in any race of men the love 
of rule, till it becomes unscrupulous, insatiable and cruel. Like the snake 
which the Fury shook into the bosom of the Latian mother, it skims 
unseen over the whole man, instils its poison through the blood, and turns 
all its currents into madness. It brooks no opposition. It perverts the 
reason and demonizes the manners. But this is not all. It makes its 
tools more despicable than itself. Woe to him who has once yielded him- 
self to go upon its errands! All the pith of virtue is taken out of him. 
He becomes like those who were supposed to have signed their names in 
the devil’s book. His individualism is lost. His free agency is lost. 
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His opinions are not his own. His soul is not his own. He is flexible as 
a rag in the hands of another. Slavery tends inevitably to separate men 
into these two classes of lords and menials. In this way it does as much 
evil north as it does south. It touches parties with its torpedo-strokes, 
and the shock runs through the whole north, and the moral sentiment is 
benumbed. It speaks, and the parties face about at its word. It touches 
the pulpit, and the priest preaches atheism, and reads the ten command- 
ments backward. It touches the bench, and the judge becomes its 
oracle. He packs the jury-box, and overrales principles of law which 
five generations had bled to establish. Since the black centralism at the 
capital has thrown its coils around the free states, it is remarkable to 
observe how the whole tone of moral character at the north has been sink- 
ing downward and downward. ‘he style of conversation in society is 
apologetic and sometimes atheistical, and the utterance of a fresh moral 
sentiment disturbs its dead atmosphere like a flash of lightning. 

Such is the question — barbarism or civilization. Slavery waxing and 
freedom waning, or the reverse. Slavery, with education and a corrupted 
Christianity for a few, and gross ignorance and bratality for the many ; 
creeping up the rivers and over the’ prairies, southward over the plateaus 
of Mexico, and northward into the free states, and up to the Canada line ; 
changing the republic into an oligarchy, degrading labor, taking virtue 
out of manhood, crushing free debate with daggers, clubs and constructive 
treasons, till 


“ Light dies before its uncreating word.” 


Or freedom, with free schools, its system of universal education and uni- 
yersal toleration ; labor, with the spring of freedom in its sinews and the 
nobility of manhood on its brow ; Christianity, full-orbed and complete, 
spreading westward and dotting the wilderness with light, spreading 
southward and girdling the darkness with civilization. These are the two 
things that are now in conflict. One must wane before the other ; and 
the American government is to be turned into a stupendous agency for 
extending one or the other over the western continent. It is a question 
which is quickly to be decided. It hinges on the hour ; and if you look 
down the long future, you will see myriads of agonized faces looking out 
to see what the decision shall be. 


8. Tue DUTIES OF THE HOUR. 

Tf only we knew the things which belong unto our peace, from what 
woes and calamities would the knowledge save us! But individuals and 
communities alike fall into the error of believing there can be peace without 
purity. The individual thinks he can retain his evils, instead of plucking 
them out and casting them away, and so he carries them along with him 
into his enjoyments. But they grow and fester and spread disease, and 
overpower him and destroy him in the end. So it is with the common- 
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wealth. It is the policy of shallow statesmanship, not to reform 
iniquity but to compromise with it for present convenience, not knowing 
that it belongs to the very nature of evil to feed on compromises till it gets 
strong enough to go without them. 

What are the duties of the hour? becomes a question of overwhelming 
importance to every practical and honest man. It ceases to be a question” 
of mere ‘‘ politics,” which we can put by or not, according to our taste. 
It isa paramount question, in which religion, morals, education, civiliza- 
tion, Christianity itself, yea, personal safety, are all involved. Its gran- 
deur and solemnity should absorb the interest of every man, woman and 
child, for they are concerned in it beyond all matters of worldly expe- 
diency. It concerns the ministry of religion, for it becomes a question 
whether there shall be any religion left which is worth preaching, and 
which has not been eviscerated of its vital principles, and accommodated 
to the corruptions of the day. 

Out of the present crisis there are two paths that open before us,—and 
only two. One is through violence and revolution. When the public 
organism has become possessed with the spirit of evil, and is used chiefly 
for its work, the last remedy is to break it in pieces, and let right and 
justice go free. It is a terrible remedy ! but if there is no other, it comes 
to that in the end. It may not come now; but if things must go on it 
will come inevitably before the slave-despotism has filled up its pro- 
gramme and finished its horrible drama. The state has no such violent 
agitators as those who attempt to enforce peace and order by crushing 
down the moral and religious sentiments of a people. 

That the civilization of the western continent is to go down, or glimmer 
feebly as the outside border of a malignant and centralized barbarism, is 
not for a moment to be believed. It cannot be in the plan of Providence. 
Two considerations show you it is not. Look at the elements which 
make up this confederacy. The north has a very large infusion of the 
Anglo-Saxon element, and this has been the element of liberty both in 
the old world and the new. The present is the old conflict renewed 
between the Cavalier and the Puritan, — one fiery and domineering, the 
other patient, sometimes mercenary, but fertile in expedients, and most to 
be feared when conquered. To suppose that this expanse of free states, a 
development out of Puritan labors and institutions, and in which the 
Puritan spirit is not dead but only sleeps, covering a region which belts the 
continent from ocean to ocean, sometimes through ten degrees of latitude, 
is to be subjugated and finally absorbed into a centralized and brute des- 
potism, would belie the whole Anglo-Saxon history, from the days of 
Alfred. The Cavalier spirit here in the United States has already pro- 
duced its Stuart, its Strafford, its Buckinghams, and its Jeffreys. If 
they push the plan far enough of intimidating the parliaments and sending 
a bloody assize over the country, they will undoubtedly raise up from the 
Puritan element a Milton, a Pym, a Hampden and a Cromwell. We 
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jmay deprecate the issue. It leads us to a chasm which no man can look 
into without a shudder. But it will be too late then to betake ourselves 
to Union-saving. That work will have passed out of the hands of the 
politicians. When human nature itself rebounds after a long and a pain- 
fal tension, a spirit not of man is let loose and sweeps through it, and the 
individual must bend before it like reeds that shake in the whirlwind. 
There is another view which leads us to believe that the remedy must 
come by revolution, unless we provide a better one. It is not very likely 
that God will throw away three hundred years of history. It is not likely 
that a resurgent barbarism will bear us all back to the middle ages. But 
it comes to that, if this encroaching and brutal oligarchy is to be fixed 


‘finally upon our necks, and freedom, and light, and education, and thriv- 


ing industry, and art, and letters, and science, and invention, and Chris- 
tianity itself, must go down before it, or pale away as the mere fringe on 
its border. It does not follow, however, because God will save us from 
that destiny, that he will do it without judgments and calamities. Reform 
is the work of man, when there is virtue enough in a people to yield to 
that change, which is peaceful progress. Revolution is God’s remedy, 
when a people are past reformation and need punishments. It is the cup 
of the Divine anger. National retribution must follow national crime 
persevered in and unrepented of. And it may be as a reward for all our 
servility and all our compromises with wrong; because we have joined 
hands with oppression ; because we have set the commands of kidnappers 
above the great law of Jehovah ; because we have hunted the poor man 
and the unprotected woman through our streets and fields; because we 
have removed landmarks and plundered our neighbor, and imbrued our 
hands in his blood ; because we have put wicked men into high places, to 
promote selfish interests, sacrificing justice to trade and humanity to com- 
merce ; —it may be that for all this Providence is bringing us into a con- 
dition from which we shall not emerge except through terrible judgments ; 


that our exodus, 
“Like Israel’s of yore, 
Through a Red Sea is doomed to be, whose surges are of gore.” 


Twenty years ago — yes, ten — the despotism that is submerging us 
might have been turned back upon itself, if northern men would have put 
God-worsbip above man-worship, humanity above party, and the Bible 
above the ledger. But every time we have dallied with the slave-power 
we have sown the wind, and it becomes more certain every year that we 
shall reap the whirlwind. 

T do not doubt the result. If, in the rhetoric of a distinguished states- 
man, ‘the constellation under which we have risen to so much glory and 
renown ”’ should be broken up, it would not “‘ sink, star after star, into 
obscurity and night.”” It would recombine with better affinities, and 
shine with a sweeter omen on the traveller, but after how much of fratri- 
cide, and suffering, and hatred, and desolation, no tongue can tell. 


Nee. 


rm we 


13 


But there is another path that opens to us out of this encroaching 
tyranny. It is a peaceful one, if only we have the grace to choose it and 
walk in it. The right of suffrage is yet left us, and the peerage of the 
bludgeon is not finally established. 

But what is to be done? Let us look at the state of things among us 
a little more nearly.if we would learn what are the duties of the hour. 

It may seem strange to some that there is so much talk at the north in 
favor of public justice, that results in nothing ; that every bold stroke which 
slavery makes towards absolutism is followed by a cheap utterance of indig- 
nant protests that finally die away like an empty sound. The feeling which 
the late and the passing outrages excites in all honest minds, will perhaps 
die away with the words and paper resolves that have given it utterance, 
until a fresh and a darker outrage excites it again. But look fora moment 
at the elements which compose us as a people and a nation, and we shall see 
how this is so. With the exception of the papacy, there never was a more 
cunningly devised system than this American oligarchy, to bend the 
human will to its measures and purposes. 

There are in the United States about 350,000 slaveholders. It is this 
comparatively small number that ‘‘ keeps this dreadful pother o’er our 
heads.”? It is this comparatively small number that rules the other 
twenty-five millions, and uses the national organism for all this gigantic 
wickedness. How does it manage to do this? 

These 350,000 men are the owners of three millions of slaves; and 
with these they have the capital, the influence and the political power in 
the slave communities. Then there are four millions of white population 
in the slave states, who are not slaveholders, and whose interests are 
averse to the institution. But they are comparatively poor and unedu- 
cated, without rank, without influence, sometimes brutalized and depraved, 
always in a state of vassalage to the slave-aristocracies. Where slavery is, 
there can be no system of popular instruction, and so this mass of poverty 
and ignorance is chained to the slave system as its degrading appendage, 
just as the peasantries were to the feudalism of past ages. It occupies 
the back country in the slave states, spreads over the sand hills and more 
barren regions, while slavery holds the rich plains and commercial cities ; 
so that slavery in its own territory isa minority, but holds the majority in 
vassalage. Then there are fifteen millions of northern freemen, swelling the 
reyenues of the country by their productive industry. You would sup- 
pose that these should be of some account in shaping the destinies of the 
republic ; but the slave oligarchy makes them subservient to its interests, 
and even the tools of its wickedness. This it does in two ways. 

First, through the relations of trade. The commerce between the north 
and the south is extensive and lucrative. Slavery is an immense con- 
sumer, and draws largely upon northern industry. But this internal 
trade is conditioned on the fact that the merchant shall be pliant and 
managable on the matter of slavery. The slave-despotism, too, threatens 


14 


the union, and keeps a vague fear always hanging over the mercantile 
interests, which would be brought first into peril. The commercial class 
complies with the conditions, and very naturally follows the bent of its 
peculiar interests. The merchant has wealth, and along with it he has 
social rank and influence. He forms the society of the metropolis, and 
gives it tone. The town imitates the metropolis, and -the village imitates 
the town, — and hence the style of sentiment that runs down society from 
top to bottom. Capital, with its concomitants, gives tone to metropol- 
itan respectability, and makes abject sentiments appear in the daily talk 
of fops and the gentilities of either sex. The smaller fops and the gen- 
tilities next lower down take up the tone and imitate it, and so the style of 
servility, like a French fashion, goes down through the imitative classes, 
and the utterence of the fresh and wholesome truths of liberty and right- 
eousness becomes eccentric and strange. 

The commercial interest, again, does the great business of the country. 
Tt fees the ablest counsel. It builds the most splendid churches, and pays 
the salaries. Thus the tone of the professions becomes degraded also, and 
their influence, to a considerable extent, goes over to the Moloch of slay- 
ery. Thus it is that strangers from the limited monarchies of the old 
world are amazed to find in a free republic the same stifling atmosphere 
that lies on the plains of Russia and Turkey. 

The slave-despotism has another hold upon these fifteen millions through 
the relations of political interest. The north splits into parties, and the 
slave-despotism comes in and holds the balance between them. It says 
which shall go up and which shall go down ; but it first touches them with 
bribes, and draws all the pith and nerve out of them, till they bend like 
an osier in its hands. Like the daughters of Lear, it makes them vie 
with each other in glozing professions and falsehoods, and the one most 
thoroughly demoralized it takes into special favor, and shares with it the 
emoluments of place and the patronage of power. The patronage ig 
doled out on this one condition, that the recipient shall be dumb as to 
liberty, but available for all the purposes of slavery. So it is, that fifteen 
millions of white people in the north, and four millions more at the south, 
making nineteen millions in all, become subsidized to this overshadowing 
oligarchy that ramifies through all the free states and makes them drink 
the cup of her accursed sorceries. So it is that the voice of freedom that 
once swept the northern hills like a blast, sinks away to the dying zephyr 
of a summer’s eve. We see a centralized despotism shutting down over 
us like a cover, and we are powerless as a man in a nightmare, and can- 
not lift a finger to stay it. We see our own emigrants, the kith and kin 
of New England, because they hold the sentiments of the pilgrims, plun- 
dered and murdered by legalized robbers, and our hands are tied that we 
cannot stir. Our representatives are threatened by bullies, and our sen- 
ator knocked down in his place, and enough northern presses are found to 
apologize, and Massachusetts men give the assassin the hand of fellowship. 
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Fit fellowship it is! Ferocity and servility mess together. One eats the 
bread and the’other licks up the crumbs ! 

The duties of the hour become obvious enough. There is an immediate 
duty which we owe to those who have gone from us, and who, with infinite 
peril, are bearing up the standard of freedom and civilization in Kansas. 
They are not waging their own warfare. That is the spot where the decisive 
conflict is going on, and freedom and civilization, in the persons of those 
outraged and injured people, should be sustained by the aid, the sympa- 
thy, and the prayers of every friend of religion and humanity. They are 
suffering for you and your children quite as much as for themselves. 
Through their labors and sufferings the glorious future may be formed, 
under Him who shapes that future, by the martyrs of the present hour. 
Living or dying they must succeed, and their noble deeds go down to 
posterity to inspire its heroic songs ! 

We have moral and religious duties. There is no peace for the country, 
no safety for northern institutions, no safety for us and our children, no 


security for the civilization of the age, until slavery is dislodged from the ., 
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national organism, and reduced-to~its-first-subordinate-and-local-position ; 
until the government of the country is wielded for liberty, righteousness 
and civilization, and not for oppression, unrighteousness and barbarism. 
And this cannot be done until the tone of virtue and moral sentiment here 
at the north be brought up to its ancient manliness and glory. The ances- 
tral spirit ought to breathe through us again, if we would not have it shake 
the bones of the fathers under the ground we tread on. The pilgrim ghosts 
that throng the air, and whose bones are strewn over all our hills and val- 
leys, ought to inspire us with ancient and heroic virtues. Let us repudiate 
the doctrine, that our duty to the country we live in, and which we ought 
to love, requires of us to cloak its sins and glorify its crimes. He is 
no true friend to the peace of the country who does not expose faith- 
fully the great evil that infests her. They are the worst of agitators who 
endeavor to hide the ruin that is working destruction, and is sure to break 
forth every year with a new desolation. Every day goes to demonstrate 
the folly and the impotence of your merely worldly-wise statesmen, and to 
show that truth and justice are the most conservative of all principles of 
action. The time has come, or is fast coming, when a faithful exposure 
of the nature and tendencies of the slave-power, would appeal to the very 
instinct of self-preservation and self-interest to men of common intelli- 
gence, as it certainly does to every sentiment of brotherhood among the 
followers of Christ — to all who desire to see Christianity go forth on her 
western mission, uncrippled of her power and unshorn of her glories. It 
is moral opinion, freely uttered, that rules the world. Let it break forth 
again with its ancient tone in social life and in public, in the street, in the 
field, in the shop, in the pulpit, in the forum, in the church, and in the 
state — and the northern air would be cleared of the miasma that has 
loaded it, and become keen and bracing as when it swept the Mayflower 
into Plymouth bay. Servility and venality could not breathe in it and 
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live. Taken once more into the lungs of fifteen millions of free people, 
how long could 350,000 men subsidize them to the propaganda of bar- 
barism? Is there a conservative man who fears damage to his business 
or his investments? Let him watch the steps of revolution, and provide 
against it in time. Is there a man of peace, who dreads the horrors of 
civil strife? Let him not rest till the cause of strife is removed clean out 
of the way. Is there a friend of virtue, who would not see it tamed down 
and blighted, and all majesty and nerve taken out of it? Let him oppose 
its most pervading and subtle tempter. Is there a friend of education, 
who would see its blessings pervade and elevate the masses? Let him 
remember that where slavery goes, popular education cannot, either for 
white men or black. Is there a Christian man, who hears the admonition 
—< ‘Inasmuch as ye did it not to the least of these, ye did it not to me ?” 
Let him see in the future the imploring millions who ask to be saved from 
being driven by the whip to toil. Is there a friend of law, who desires a 
government of law, and not one of mobs, and lynch-fires, and daggers, 
and bludgeons? ‘Let him remember that the power which possesses the 
government with the spirit of ruffianism is the same that spreads ruffian- 
ism through the streets, the coffee-houses, the halls of legislation, and lets 
it run loose in the territories, drunk with whiskey and blood. Is there a 
laborer, that would not see his calling degraded by a nearer contact with 
servitude? Is there a woman that regards her sex, and dreads the worst 
foe to woman’s rights and woman’s purity ? If so, this cause is eminently 
yours. Every motive that can appeal to us as citizens, as men, and as 
Christians, urges us to give the old Puritan sentiment of liberty a new 
and emphatic utterance. i 

More than this. It urges us to new action; to sink all inferior issues 
in the one great issue of Right against organized Wrong. It urges us to 
put justice above party, and humanity above local politics. It urges 
every man to stir up in himself and in his neighbor, the old pilgrim vir- 
tues of allegiance to God and faithfulness to the country. Pray to him 
for light, and then vote as you pray. What are the worldly interests of 
to-day compared with the great interests of religion and humanity, 
extending over a continent, and sweeping down through all posterity ? 
Revorvrron- or Revorm! If we will not choose the one, God will leave 
us to the other. The only hope left, short of revolution, is that there is 
virtue enough, and religion enough, and conscience enough in the country 
to outvote the demonism that controls its organization ; that there is so 
much abhorrence of wrong, and love of righteousness ; so much detestation 
of tyranny, and love of liberty and of man ; so much fear of God, casting 
out all other fear; so much true love of the country, and the whole 
country; and so-much intelligence to see the tremendous issue that 
impends, — as to unite enough of the wise and good in a common cause 
against iniquity, and turn its tide. But if not —then I tremble to look 
upon your children and upon mine! For I know that if we cannot meet 
this crisis, if we only succeed in staving it off a little longer, it will fall 
upon them with swiftly accumulating woe ! : : 


